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Hebden Bridge Walkers Action - Gentle Walking: A circular walk around Withins Clough reservoir, Cragg Vale
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HEBDEN BRIDGE WALKERS
ACTION
GENTLE WALKING
A CIRCULAR WALK AROUND WITHINS CLOUGH
RESERVOIR, CRAGG VALE
This circular high level walk gives you easy access to upland
moorland with excellent birdlife.
Length and time
2 miles, taking about 1½ hours.
Gradients – how strenuous
Totally flat, except for an initial 100 yard incline on a tarmac
road
Terrain – how uneven
All on reservoir tracks – some gravel and some on a good
path. After rain, some sections can be muddy and you may
have to navigate around some puddles.
Obstacles – stiles, steps etc.
A pedestrian gate at the beginning, a stile (with a gate
alternative) half way round and a gate at the end
Facilities
None on the walk, but two pubs are passed on the way to the
start.
Points of interest
Two unusual views of the Stoodley Pike monument, possible
sightings of skylarks, merlins, golden plovers, twites (a
pennine finch), lapwings and curlews
DIRECTIONS
This walk really needs a car to access the start (the 900 and
the local Cragg Vale bus take you to the turn off, adding an
extra mile uphill to get to the start).
You need to take the B6138 up Cragg Vale from
Mytholmroyd. After about 2½ miles the road has a sharp left
turn and immediately after this bend you will see a right fork
signposted to the Hinchcliffe Arms and St John in the
Wilderness church.

www.hbwalkersaction.org.uk/gentlewalks8.html
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The turn off from the main Cragg Road
Take this minor road which goes past the church and the
Hinchcliffe Arms, both on your right. Ignore the left turn and
carry on up the hill. After about a mile the road is blocked by
a gate, but there is a small car park on the left, park in here.

Car park at the start
Come out of the car park, through the gate and head up hill
on the tarmac road for about 100 yards.When you reach the
top, you have a choice of which way round you want to do
the walk. The instructions here are for the anti-clockwise
route, but it's not difficult to work out how to do it the other
way round.
Pass the big farmhouse on your right and keep straight on the
un-made track with the reservoir wall of your left. Look for a
small stone triangle on the horizon on your right - this is the
tip of Stoodley Pike, a famous local monument. There are
several paths going off to the right which will take you up
there, but gentle they are not!
As you reach the end of the reservoir keep to the wall and go
www.hbwalkersaction.org.uk/gentlewalks8.html
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over the stile or through the gate (signposted Yorkshire
Water permitted path).

The end of the reservoir
You immediately go past a small reservoir on your right and
you are now on a narrow path heading back along the other
side of the reservoir.
At the end of the path, you cross the reservoir drain and
immediately re-cross it on to the top of the dam. Straight
ahead you will get another view of Stoodley Pike. At the end
of the dam go though the gate and back down to the tarmac
road to the car park.
On the way back you might want to take a break at either
the Hinchcliffe Arms or the Robin Hood which is a mile down
the main Cragg road.
Back to Gentle Walking home page
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