HIGHWAYS HERITAGE WALKS
Summerwine Country — the Colne Valley

Walk Length: approximately 5 miles

Grade: mostly easy with some moderate gradients up rough cobbled tracks; some roads. Not suitable for mobility-impaired.

Start: The Old Bank car-park in Slaithwaite, by the canal.
Grid Reference: SE 07850 13963 Postcode: HD7 5AR

Public transport: Bus 185 from Huddersfield to Marsden. Slaithwaite Rail station. Additional roadside parking on Holme Lane near Shoulder of

Mutton pub / St James’ church.

Description

Slaithwaite is an attractive village situated on the old route across the Pennines partially turnpiked by Blind Jack of Knaresborough and also on the

Huddersfield Narrow Canal and the River Colne. Our route encompasses all three, and also a well-preserved pack-horse track and a pretty clough

or valley.

Route Instructions

From the Old Bank car-park, behind the 1842 Free School, follow the path from the north-west corner (away
from the canal), to the lawn behind the Elizabethan Manor House, the offices of Carter Jonas. Here you will find
a large cylindrical stone, 1 reputedly a milestone from the Roman road from Chester to York through the valley.
The Romans laid good metalled roads to move soldiers and supplies quickly across their Empire, marking
every thousandth double-step with a stone, sometimes inscribed with dedications and distances. The Latin for
thousand was ‘mille’ and the distance was 1618 yards; the eventual British statutory miles was 1760 yards,
although ‘long’ miles also existed into the 18th Century. There are Roman milestones in museums at Leeds and
Pontefract. After Roman times, roads developed to meet local community needs.

In the corner of the garden is the tiny lock-up or jail. Turn back up the cobbled drive to the road, Nabbs Lane,
and turn left towards the 1840s railway viaduct, passing the ‘Silent Woman’, The Skelthwaite Arms in the TV
series ‘Where the Heart Is’ and noting the weavers’ cottages on the right, 2 with narrow mullion windows and a
take-in door. Continue up Holme Lane under the viaduct and turn right 3 along the side of Slaithwaite reservoir,
one of ten built in the 1790s to supply the Huddersfield Narrow Canal. At the end of the walkway, turn left along
the side of the reservoir and continue straight ahead on the path sloping up through the woods. You may wish
to detour briefly (50m) to the left when you reach a mill pond, to see the waterfall that bypasses it. 4 The textile
Mill built in 1790 was demolished in 1977.

Returning to the path, continue upwards to Clough House Lane; as you pass some cottages on your right,

note their privies and coal houses on your left. Follow the lane, bearing leftwards downhill to where the lane
makes a sharp U-turn; look left over the bridge to the stream. Here was a Roman ford, part of the Roman

road to York. Our walk continues through MerryDale: go through a gap on your right at the bridge and follow
the path along the stream up this pretty clough, listening to the different sounds of the water as it passes over
various types of stream bed. After about half a mile, you will reach a wall, a T-junction; the White Rose Forest
walk is to the left, an easier route to Cop Hill, but our walk turns right. Look upwards on your right to see the
remains of an earlier mill dam breached by a violent storm. Climb the path around Merrydale Fold. This was
the home of a flamboyant Victorian herbalist called Richard Horsfall, nicknamed Merrydale Dick, who delighted
in annoying the medical profession putting the letters ‘MD’ after his signature. Pass the other millpond on your
left, climb the narrow stone steps 5 and follow the fence and stream, turning right on the tarmac drive. You will
reach Tyas Lane 6 which was the pack-horse route from Halifax to Oldham; turn left down this lane, taking care
because the setts can be slippery when wet. Crossing the bridge 7 over the stream you will begin to climb the
old track, with its causeway stones, some of considerable size. 8 Goods were carried by packhorses though
the Middle Ages and later, because the highways were not suitable for wheeled vehicles; usually a flagged
stone causeway was the best surface, often with a sunken lane or holloway alongside, to permit passing. From
1555, the parishes and townships were made responsible for the maintenance of their roads. Individuals had to
provide compulsory labour or a payment in lieu, the earliest form of ‘rates’ or council tax called the Composition.

As you follow the track (Scout Lane) uphill, you may imagine hearing the bells of the packhorses. 9 There is
little room here for passing if two packhorse trains, perhaps laden with panniers of wool or salt, were to meet.
Eventually you will reach Marsden Lane; follow this upwards to the Rose and Crown, at the summit of Cop
Hill. The views from here are extensive and rewarding after the fairly arduous climb. The walk continues down
Marsden Lane, with views across the Colne Valley opening up. If you wish to avoid a stretch of road, you

can detour up Cop Hill Lane, a track to the right, rejoining the road lower down. Follow the road downhill for
about half a mile, passing Slaithwaite Hall on its promontory. The manorial home of the Tyas family, it had an
unrivalled view of the trade routes passing through the valley.

The original packhorse track bears right at the U-bend where Marsden Lane becomes Crow Trees Road. The
track is steep but passable and leads under the railway bridge to Park Gate Road; for an easier route, follow
Crow Trees Road under the railway bridge on Kettle Lane, and turn immediately right into Park Gate Road.
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